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Bethany – The Home of Lazarus  

Bethany is a town where Jesus often stayed and plays a part in many of the 

Gospel accounts of the life of Jesus. His encounters with Martha and Mary 

are recorded not only in the raising of Lazarus from the dead but also in 

the account where Martha complains to Jesus that Mary is not doing her 

fair share of the work,  with Jesus telling Martha: “Martha, Martha, you 

are worried and distracted by many things; there is need of only one thing. 

Mary has chosen the better part, which will not be taken away from her.” 

Luke: 10:41. 

 It is clear from many passages that the home of Mary, Martha and Laza-

rus was a familiar place for Jesus to spend the night. 

Jesus was anointed at the home of Simon the Leper in Bethany (Mark 14:3) and    

returned to Bethany after his triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Mark 11:11).          

According to Luke 24:50, Jesus ascended into heaven near Bethany (commemorated 

at the Chapel of the Ascension). 

  

http://www.sacred-destinations.com/israel/jerusalem-chapel-of-ascension


    Bethany – The Tomb of Lazarus  

where Jesus performed the miracle of raising Lazarus from the dead. 

A further 25meters from the church up the hill on the left 

is the modern entrance to the Tomb of Lazarus, where we 

climbed down 24 uneven rock-cut steps and enter the    

antechamber of the tomb. This is where Jesus stood when 

he called Lazarus from the grave. 



Bible Reading: John 11:1 - 46 

The Death of Lazarus 

Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village of Mary and her sister Martha. (This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay sick, was the same 

one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet with her hair). So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is sick.” When he heard this, Jesus 

said, “This sickness will not end in death. No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through it. Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Laza-

rus. So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, and then he said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea 
 
“But Rabbi,” they 

said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone you, and yet you are going back?” Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who walks 

in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. It is when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.” After he had said this, 

he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get bet-

ter.” Jesus had been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, and for your sake I am 

glad I was not there so that you may believe. But let us go to him  Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, “Let us also go, that we may 

die with him.” 

Jesus Comforts the Sisters of Lazarus 

 On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for four day. Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, and many Jews had come 

to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet him, but Mary stayed at home. 

“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not have died.. But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” Jesus said to 

her, “Your brother will rise again.” Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the last day.” Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the 

life. The one who believes in me will live, even though they die; and whoever lives by believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” “Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I 

believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God, who is to come into the world.”  After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. “The Teach-

er is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” When Mary heard this, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet entered the village, but was still at the 

place where Martha had met him. When the Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how quickly she got up and went out, they followed 

her, supposing she was going to the tomb to mourn there. When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his feet and said, “Lord, if you had 

been here, my brother would not have died.  When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit 

and troubled. “Where have you laid him?” he asked. “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. Jesus wept. Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” But some of them 

said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?” 

Jesus Raises Lazarus From the Dead 

Jesus, once more deeply moved, came to the tomb. It was a cave with a stone laid across the entrance. “Take away the stone,” he said. “But, Lord,” said Martha, the 

sister of the dead man, “by this time there is a bad odour, for he has been there four days.” Then Jesus said, “Did I not tell you that if you believe, you will see the 

glory of God?” So they took away the stone. Then Jesus looked up and said,  “Father, I thank you that you have heard me, but I said this for the benefit of the peo-

ple standing here, that they may believe that you sent me.”   When he had said this, Jesus called in a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out!” The dead man 

came out, his hands and feet wrapped with strips of linen, and a cloth around his face. Jesus said to them, “Take off the grave clothes and let him go.” 



Jericho  

Jericho is a city in the Palestinian Territories and is located near the Jordan River in the West 

Bank.  It is believed to be one of the oldest inhabited cities in the world and the city with the oldest 

known protective wall in the world. It is 250 meter below the sea level and first place of vegetation.  

It was thought to have the oldest stone tower in the world as well. 

Ariel view of Jericho  Journey by cable cars to mount of  

Temptation. Beautiful view. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Palestinian_Territories
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jordan_River
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/West_Bank
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_oldest_continuously_inhabited_cities


Mount of Temptation Travelled  by cable car 

 
The Mount of Temptation is hill in the Judean Desert where Jesus fasted for 40 days and nights and was tempted by the devil 

Bible Reading : Mathew 4:1-11 Jesus Is Tested in the Wilderness 

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the wilderness to be tempted by the devil. After fasting forty days and forty 
nights, he was hungry. The tempter came to him and said, “If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become 
bread.” Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that comes from the 
mouth of God. Then the devil took him to the holy city and had him stand on the highest point of the temple. “If you 
are the Son of God,” he said, “throw yourself down. For it is written:“ ‘He will command his angels concerning you, and 
they will lift you up in their hands,  so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.’ Jesus answered him, “It is also 
written: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test. Again, the devil took him to a very high mountain and showed him 
all the kingdoms of the world and their splendor. “All this I will give you,” he said, “if you will bow down and worship 
me.” Jesus said to him, “Away from me, Satan! For it is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God, and serve him only. Then 
the devil left him, and angels came and attended him. 



Dead Sea 

The lowest place on the face of the earth, the Dead Sea (431m below sea level) brings together breath taking natural beauty, compelling ancient history 

and modern mineral spas that soothe and pamper every fibre of your body. The cobalt-blue waters of the Dead Sea, heavy with salt and oily with        

minerals.  Dead Sea, also called Salt Sea, landlocked salt lake between Israel and Jordan in southwestern Asia. Its eastern shore belongs to Jordan, and 

the southern half of its western shore belongs to Israel. The northern half of the western shore lies within the Palestinian West Bank and has been under 

Israeli occupation. The Jordan River, from which the Dead Sea receives nearly all its water, flows from the north into the lake. 

The Dead Sea figures in biblical accounts dating to the time of Abraham and the destruction of Sodom and Gomorrah (the two cities along the lake, ac-

cording to the Hebrew Bible, that were destroyed by fire from heaven because of their wickedness). The desolate wilderness beside the lake offered refuge 

to King David and later to Herod I (king of Judaea), who at the time of the siege of Jerusalem by the Parthians in 40 BCE barricaded himself in a for-

tress at Masada,  

https://www.britannica.com/science/salt-acid-base-reactions
https://www.britannica.com/science/lake
https://www.britannica.com/place/Israel
https://www.britannica.com/place/Jordan
https://www.britannica.com/place/Asia
https://www.britannica.com/place/West-Bank
https://www.britannica.com/place/Jordan-River
https://www.britannica.com/science/water
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Abraham
https://www.britannica.com/place/Sodom-and-Gomorrah
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Hebrew-Bible
https://www.britannica.com/biography/David
https://www.britannica.com/biography/Herod-king-of-Judaea
https://www.britannica.com/place/Jerusalem
https://www.britannica.com/place/Parthia
https://www.britannica.com/place/Masada


Wailing Wall 

The Wailing Wall, also known as the Western Wall measures about 160 feet (50 metres) long and about 60 

feet (20 metres) high; the wall, however, extends much deeper into the earth. The Wailing Wall is on the 

western side of the Temple Mount in the Old City of Jerusalem and one of the holiest sites in the world. 

Herod the Great constructed the oldest layers of the wall between 20 BC and 19 BC as the second Jewish 

temple was being remodelled. Jews lament the destruction of the Temple and pray for its restoration. Visi-

tors to the wall have long followed the practice of wedging small slips of paper, upon which prayers and pe-

titions are written, into the cracks between the stones. 

The Wall is adjacent to the location of many critical events in Jewish history. Here, Abraham demonstrated 

his devotion to God through his willingness to sacrifice his beloved son Isaac. This is the location where 

Isaac went to pray before meeting Rebecca, and where Jacob dreamed of the famous ladder reaching the 

Heavens. This is also the very place where the Holy Temple would eventually be built 


